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Army Horse Question Vexing Government Officials
By CHARLES N. LURIE.

Whon tho army men toll us, with
solemnly lifted warning tanntls, that
tho United States needs horses for Its
army and must havo them If tho effi
clency of the force is to be maintained
tho natural reply Is: "Well, tho gov-

ernment has money In tho treasury.
Go out and buy horses." But that is
not tho correct answer, for thoro aro
no horses of tho proper kind to be
bought. At any rate, there is not a
sufficient supply of them. This coun-tr- y

Is rich in many good things, and,
as Uncle Joe Cannon remarked a few
years ago in profane but expressive
language, It's a great big country, but
it's poor in horses good for cavalry
or artillery sorvlce.

According to recent figures, the
army must procure "each year 3000
new horses for its service. We have
a regular army of 7G.000 enlisted men
and 4S00 officers when the army is on
its present, peace footing. These men
need 23,000 horses, 15,000 for tho fif-

teen cavalry regiments, 4000 for the
field artillery and about 1000 for tho
use of messengers, orderlies, etc. Then
thero arc tho 3000 required for mount-
ed officers of tho other regiments. It
should seem to bo an easy matter to
get each year 3000 horses for those
lost through death or disability, but
It Is by no means easy, and army of- -

of Navarre and Octagon, and tho gov- -
'flcers charged with the solution of the ernmont offered to tho farmers in one

problem are worrying about it. They
, section of Virginia tho services of

aro appealing to tho nation b horse these stallions for suitable mnres. The
owners and breeders for assistance. services wera free, provided the own
Our Horses Not as Good as Foremrly. ors of tho mares agreed to give to

Good authorities agree in asserting the army horse buyers options on the
that the quality of tho horses bred resulting foals. The price to be paid
and brought to market in this country

for the foals atthrce years of tgc was
has deteriorated In tho past two or

$150, and the department had no dlf-tnre- o

decades. There is an oversup- -
Acuity in Interesting farmers In the

ply of poor horses, for which there is .

little demand, but a shortago of the
. , , Of nmirsK thn rpnulmtnnnts of aoeuer nmmais wmcn commana goou

. x,puces, iuo 01 tue Buveiiiynve m...horses bought annually Now York cavalry the artillery are severe,

City Its mounted policemen is the animals must endure severe usage tapering toward the head, with crest ally, with tendons parallel and stand-cite-

They animals of the ln UIc especially in case of ho8- - and than undorsido; lug well from and distinctly
which makes good cavalry mounts, tllltles- - The following description of lino and defined.
and they aro purchased for almost
$400 each.

Tho virtual disappearance from
American farms and ranges of haues
suitable cavalry and artillery use
is attributed to the neglect by breed- -

ers of tho old and well liked Morgan,
in.in.,i tl,nVn,mhvn.loi.niiu.iiu mcu u i.uui u..bi..ji Uu

breeds. The introduction of the big
draft horse,' favorite nowadays among
the men who breed horses as a busi- -

ness, and of tho automobile has had
tho effect of displacing the other
types. Now tho government, acting
through tho bureau of animal industry
of tho department of agriculture, is
encouraging Interest in the production
of horses better fitted for military...uses, in mis u uas ueon
sisted some wealthy owners of
thoroughbred running

The activities of the racing men
havo been curtailed the drastic an- -

laws of Now York and other
states. Several months ago August
Belmont presented to the government
two of his best known stallions, Henry
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i "The young cavalry horse must bo;""' e developed and muscled...... . .
sound, well bred, or a superior class
and qualify, gentle, free from vicious
habits and of a kind disposition, with
free and prompt action at the walk,
trot and gallop, without material
lilnmloh nr ilnfort nnd ln ntlisr ro- -

spects must conform tb the following
descriptions:

"A gelding of specified colon, ;n

good health and fair condition, from
three to four ycarsvold, weighing from
S75 to 1000 pounds, depending ,on
height, which should bo from fifteen
to fifteen and one-hal- f hands.

"Head. Small and well set on neck.
with ears small, thin , neat and erect;
t i 1 i.n.i .i f.,n. --
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wmiers. Elevated, not unduly

blioulders. Long, oblique anil uvll
m,18cled- -

"Chest. Full, very deep, moderate- -

ly broad and plump In front.
"Forelegs. Vortical and properly

l"',l-uu- , imuuw iiuku, iuiis. nromi- -

and clear of chest; forearm largo

V ,"yclod, with large, prominent and
fr'U-- ,

and well muscled,
"Loins. straight, very short

and muscular.

nrxuc

type army bono

in
oil.

Cllvi"rj norao sewing from four to that shall bear in chieffive years old, from 1050 to of the nation's forces tho Inad"CO Pounds, on height. of an army any of his
which should from fifteen and one-- ; Writing in Country
nunrtnr fin., V..II1II11I1 iiniuni.il

uarre -i.aige, increasing size ders broad to support "Tho American cavalry horse
aiu nanus. v,uu nus wen arcncil collar and otherwise conform to tho pooled to carry rider weighing fromand definitely ,B0 to 1C5 wUhWide. varv Innrr nn,rnmnt c n . ." .

uemanas.
and mild, witn well uovci- - ""'. uAionuuiy.

oped brow and fine cyslid; vision per-- j "Tali. Fine and Intact, well car- -

feet In every respect; muzzle small 'led and flrm.

and fine; mouth deep; lips thin and ""Hocks. Neatly outlined, (lenti,

firmly nostrils largo wido from front to rear, well
fine and branches of under jaw and well directed.
joining neck wido apart. . "Limbs. From knees and hocks

"Neck. Light, long and 'downward vsrtical. short, wide later- -
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Strong, length,
not too obliquo and well

"Feet. Medium size, circular In
shape, soumlr with horn dark, smooth
anil of fine texture; sola
concave and frog well
sound, firm, large, elastic nnd

Tile vnnni? nrtlllorv linron Dl,,.i,iDwumu
be a stockier animal than the young

... iiiivu-uuu- i ii i
hands; gentle in with shoul- -

judges or Horseflesh will observe
that the Is In Its

and that a horso which
all tho above U a
mighty --good animal. But It must bo

that tho horso plays n
very part in warfare and is
likely to continue to do so despite ;ho

you tho numerous similar ac-- 1

tlvltles ln which ho has been en-
gaged in recent years. If ho can
stretch his arm over Cu
bans, Porto Itlcans,

and why
not over of
North

Tho roport of tho bureau or
survey of tho of

recently issued, gives
details of tho ac-

tivities ln tho birds. It tolls,
among other thingu, of Pelican Island,
which Is the best known
of tho places in which
keeps a watch over tho birus under
Its care.

Pelican Island lies In Indian rlvor.
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success which been
tho in tho fighting Trip- -

Cavalry operations still hav

hind

tho

in tho books of the tacticians,
even in view the enormously

rlingo and power of
rnics nnd artillery. Americans,
witli their wide stretches of land suit
able for tho production of good
Would not want nnr. uuiuivia

in this by those ot
Europe. Our cavalry, both northern
and southern, mndo fa mo for itself in
the civil war.

Considering tho individual horse
and his rider, of course too much
stress can not bo Iifid upon qual
ity of the animal. Tho of tho
rider depends in great measuro on

i ,
iiuisu, iiuu mo groatcsv care must

bo exercised in choice of a sieed

In tho army, says:

rood for on? mnm rinvo
extra clothing, canteen of water
horseshoes, mess kit and sundriesa
total load from 210 to 225 pounds
Tho horso bo able

'stand bad and short
he must bo sure footed on narror
trails and bad roads by night ns w-- l'l

as by day; ho must ford frczlng riv

numbers of eggs. On collector who
tho island in April, 1894, rec-

ords tho fact that In about an hour
ho gathered some 125 sets, which
must havo represented very consld-- !

orable proportion of tho eggs ln
tho nests.

often did
able harm by shooting tho pell- -

cans they furnished
an easy mark or drovo them from '

thJr thus exposing tho young
'

to thn nftnn fotnl
tho sun. All this Is now changed. I

For the last twelve years tho birds
havo tho protection of
state law. In 1003 the Island was
made a government reservation by.
oxecutlvo order and placed in charge

!, " " "1Wand has beqn v sited by natnra l.ts
v " " "
-- - - - --

nro bolnS collected regarding their
food, molting and and

reservation fast becoming a
l'olnt of for and stu- -

Ionts of nat,,ro nro by
tho oxcoptlonal opportunities
by observing the birds and studying

blts."
The roport tolls tho story of Ms
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ers. dumb up and down mountains,
jump obstacles, allow his rldor to
shoot from his back, ond above all,
must be able to travel with his load
day after day for a month nt a time
at an average daily Journey of thirty
miles, with an occasional extra spurt
of ten miles or moro in emergencies.

"While doing all these things he
will have to go, without grain for days
and usually will have to rustic for his
living at the end of a short lariat rope,
meanwhile keeping in good condition
and maintaining a cheerful spirit
through it all. And he does it."
Harder to Get Enough War Horses.

It is difficult to get a supply of
horses for tho army ln time of peace,
In tIme ot war tl10 dlfllcultv would bo
increase1 greatly. In a circular on
"Tll Arn,v demount Problem," is- -
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that nowadays few persons pay much
attention to tho report, thinking it like
tho cry of "Wolf! In tho old story.

latost story has had it that tho
princess has boon ongaged to tho
roditary grand duko Adolph Fredorlck
Georgo Ernost Kdwnrd, only!

of Pelican Island roiorvo in Octoberwill not twenty until next Septum- -

and r of the reign ng grand
duke of Mock enburg-StrollI- t The

man Is o dor than tho princess.
bolng In his thlrtlctli year, sho

01 uuruju, ur mu iu
Who duko belongs Is high nnd
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Hued recently by the department ot
agriculture, George M. Ttommel, ohlel
of the snliiml Industry division, says
that 50.000 hore would bo required

,by the army and tho national guard
"before a shot was fired or a saber
drawn ns against 20,000 horses now
In the regular army on a peaco basis."
Mr. Kommel thinks a satisfactory so-

lution of the problem Is found in the
encouragement extended to horse
breeders by the deimrtment. Western

! breeders have been Interesting them
selves In an "army remount associa-
tion."

j In General Wood s annual reiwrt to
the Secretary of War he asserts that

i the sending abroad of American thor-
oughbred horses for purposes of sale,
ns has boon done several times of late,
Is loss than n national calamity, for

seos a time whon tho army will bo
.unable to obtain proper mounts. In
this connection It may bo roraarkod
t)lit fine American horses havo mot
with much favor abroad, especially In
Germany. The kalsor not long ago
expressed a deslro for tho lntroduc- -

tl0" r American breeds Into Ger- -

Inal' on an extensive Bcale, especial- -
- for army studs.
Our government Is not the only one

which has had to grapple with this
problem of maintaining a supply of
remounts for its army. In some Eu--
ropean countries it is met by tho ea- -

tnblishmont of government studs, with
results more or less successful. An
American observer says he found the
best cavalry horses ln Austria-Hun- -

gary, but ho calls especial attention
to tho fact that In that country tho
splendid army horses tho result
of nearly 300 years of careful work.

old.
ago tho kalsor was roported

ns saying that ln ono respect at least
ho resomblos Themistocles, tho ruler
ot ancient Athens, in that he is
"bossod" by his daughter. Themisto-
cles, It may bo romomberod, said that
his young son was the real ruler ot
Athens, because, while the father was

nminai hoad of tho government.
was ruled by his wife, and she ln

turn was governed by their son. So

it Is with the knlser, with this
onco, that it Is his daughtor who
bosses him, not any of his six sons.
Any of those young men, from Crown
Prlnco William wn to Prlnco Joa-

chim, would have a line time trying to
tell tho kaiser what to do.

In addition to bolng tho only daugh- -

,.w. ..- -
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